Bush River Watershed Project by Thurmond, Strom
NEWS STATENIENT BY SEN. STROM THURJ.'.1QND, Feb. 18, 1955 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 18--Senator Strom Thurmond's office 
today learned that the U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
given tentative approval to the Bush River Watershed Project for 
Newberry and Laurens Counties. 
Thurmond said subordinate officials of ~he department have 
approved the project, subject to final approval by the department 
policy committee. 
The project, which will include some of South Carolina's richest 
farm land, will affect approximately 80,000 acres of land. It is one 
of 200 projects under consideration by the department. Watershed 
projects are authorized under the Watershed Protection and Flood 
Prevention Act, Public Law 566 of the 83rd Congress. 
In announcing tentative approval by the department, Thurmond 
pointed out the city of Newberry, plus textile plants at Joanna, 
Newberry, and Prosperity are dependent upon the watershed for their 
water supply. He said the project would aid in soil conservation 
and at the same time provide a water supply to guard against fu:bure 
water shortages. 
He said further: "Our farmers deserve every consideration in 
view of the extreme drought conditions that have plagued them during 
the past two years. I am sure this watershed project will immeasurably 
benefit the Newberry-Laurens area. In addition to providing a water 
supply for the surrounding communities, it should also stimulate 
irrigation experiments and establish a water supply to guard against 
future droughts." 
The project has been advocated by C.T. Smith of Kinards, and the 
· the 
National Affairs and Legislative Committee of/Newberry Chamber of 
Commerce. Committee members include: H. A. Kemper, Chairman; 
P.N. Abrams, w. H. Tedford, w. c. Huffman, John T. Norris, 
P. K. Harmon, John Clarkson, R.R. Bruner, i•f!l JF ill D 
Keit Purcell, and Richard L. Baker. 
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